A Storytelling Event about The Stigma Black
Women Face in Faith Spaces.
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We welcome the Deaf Community with sign language interpreters,
Karen Graham and Yuvonda Jones.

www.CompassionateAtl.org

What is Re-Storying Dignity?
This performance weaves together the stories of five amazing Black
women who were faced with monumental life challenges. When they
needed solace and healing from their spiritual homes, they were met with
judgment and rejection. They were ultimately able to overcome their
challenges by turning to spaces and people where they found acceptance
and belonging. Compassion helped them address, heal, and overcome the
stigma as well as the circumstances they faced.
The effects of stigma are paralyzing and long-standing. Our Black faith
communities are critical to healing the stigma that Black women face daily.
Black faith spaces play a critical role in shaping our larger communities and
creating spaces where the population’s social determinants of health are
greatly improved. Addressing stigma and sharing stories within the
community helps all people become more compassionate and aware of
each other’s lived experiences.
In "Re-Storying Dignity," these women embrace self-compassion and
compassion for others as they re-claim, rewrite, and re-speak the story of
their lives and reclaim their dignity.
Stigma is defined as a mark of disgrace associated with a particular
circumstance, quality, or person; a strong feeling of disapproval that most
people in a society have about something, especially when this is unfair.

In 2018, Black American women made up only 13% of the US
female population and accounted for over half, 58% of new
HIV diagnoses among women. (Gilead Report)
The rate of HIV diagnosis is 15 times higher among Black
women than white women. (Gilead Report)
·HIV/AIDS-related illness is among the leading causes of
death for black women ages 25-34. CDC

Community Conversation
Compassionate speaking and listening are
intentional. We listen to each other without
interruption, without thinking of a response, and with
the grace of receiving the whole person.
We invite you to talk to the person sitting next to you,
about stigma.

Some Questions to Consider
Can you think of a time when you felt
stigmatized by your community?
What made you come alive in the
performance?
How could you personally increase compassion
and dignity towards others facing stigma in
your family/community/faith space?

We invite you to share your thoughts with at least 7
people in your sphere of influence over the next 7
days.
Thank you for attending this performance. We
appreciate your commitment to stigma reduction.

Our Storytellers

Connie is an author, community advocate,
and transformational speaker. Connie uses
her professional, academic, and lived
experiences to create solutions to social
injustices that adversely affect historically
marginalized communities. She is the
author of Beyond Measure, which charts
the journeys of eight Kenyan mothers living
with HIV/AIDS. As a long-term HIV/AIDS
survivor, and the eldest daughter of a
single mother who succumbed to AIDSrelated illness in 1995, Connie uses her
CONNIE L. JOHNSON
Community Advocate
voice to address HIV/AIDS-related stigma
and advocate on behalf of women and girls
around the globe. Connie currently resides
in her beloved hometown, Orangeburg,
South Carolina.
Ashley served 8 years in the US Army,
serving her country as a Human
Resources Specialist/Sergeant. After her
military career ended, she found herself
fighting for her life against the justice
system of the state of Georgia. She and
her then husband were accused,
charged, and convicted of killing their 3day old daughter McKenzy. They spent
the next 12 years and 2 months
wrongfully convicted of a crime they
never committed. With the assistance of
the Wisconsin Innocence Project and
the Georgia Public Defender Council,
Ashley is now free and exonerated, and
all charges that were brought against
her were dismissed. She currently
works full time while and is a full-time
ASHLEY JORDAN
college student. She is also in the
Social Justice Advocate
process of writing her memoir and
producing documentary about her life.

Onnie is an educator, entrepreneur,
and community organizer, often
recognized for her prominent voice
as an advocate for mental health and
disabilities.
With
professional
experience that spans across several
disciplines to include public health,
non-profit project management, and
behavioral health, Onnie is often
sought after to share from those
experiences as a speaker, trainer,
and facilitator. Onnie founded a
community-based collaborative and
is also the owner-operator of the
RELEASE Wellness Studio, a holistic
wellness studio in Augusta, GA.

ONNIE POE

Mental Health Advocate

PASTOR MARESSA
PENDERMON
Spiritual Care Giver

Maressa currently serves as senior pastor
of Unity Fellowship of Christ Church,
Greater Atlanta, Inc., and as a hospice
chaplain. She is also a trained spiritual care
provider. Her spiritual care interests include
providing care to individuals who have
experienced trauma through violence,
including spiritual violence; individuals who
have a diagnosis of mental illness; and
seniors. In addition, she is a community
strategist as well as a trained facilitator. She
is passionate about social justice issues and
does her work in community with
traditionally marginalized and low wealth
individuals and communities from a human
rights perspective; and through a womanist
theological lens. The opportunity to parent
her son Ian has provided her deepest joy,
her most meaningful challenges and her
greatest learning.

DR. CHANTRISE SIMS-HOLLIMAN

Disability Advocate

Chantrise is an award-winning former educator turned motivational
speaker and author best known for teaching others how to move
mountains. Her message of hope and resilience transforms the lives of
audiences worldwide, allowing them to triumph over fear and failure
into a life of perpetual faith. Since becoming a partial paraplegic and
bilateral amputee in 2018 at age 45, she has made it her life’s work to
help women overcome the obstacles they find in their way. She is a vocal
advocate for people with disabilities and champion for all things diversity
and inclusion.
Chantrise is the proud wife of CJ Holliman, pastor of New Grant Chapel
AME Church in East Point GA, the mom/bonus mom of five, the bonus
YaYa of two, and a proud member of The National Council of Negro
Women and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated.

Our Writer | Producer
CASSANDRA A HENDERSON

Cassandra is a writer and producer. She has performed in theatre, film,
television, and radio in Atlanta, New York, and Los Angles. She is
formally trained in the Fine Arts with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Drama & Theatre from Spelman College, a Master of Fine Arts degree in
Film Production from Loyola Marymount University, and holds an
additional Master of Divinity from Emory University.

Cassandra's activism has spanned from advocacy in the Georgia
Campaign for Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention (G-CAPP),
BlackLivesMatter, issue-emergence in the intersectionality
between the struggle for justice in the USA for African Americans
and the Palestinian Liberation from occupation, and issues
surrounding Native American disenfranchisement. Cassandra's
advocacy has also included serving as the voice for women's
rights, education, environmental justice/creation care, criminal
justice reform, death penalty abolition, and inmate re-entry as
well as livable and fair wages.

This Compassionate Atlanta Initiative is funded by a 2021-2022
Faith Action Grant with the Gilead COMPASS Initiative Faith
Coordinating Center at Wake Forest University.
Take Lots of Pictures and tag us on social media @CompassionateAtl
#CompassionCon #CAfestival #CompassionateATL

Special thanks to Ormewood Church in Grant Park
and Pastor Jenelle Holmes for their community
support by providing space for rehearsals.
We appreciate our compassionate neighbors.

