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Our "Random Act of Flowers" brings joy to
front line workers, teachers and others
who need a little light and a big thanks for
their everyday compassion.
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Read the Global Charter for Compassion
The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all religious, ethical and spiritual
traditions, calling us always to treat all others as we wish to be treated ourselves.
Compassion impels us to work tirelessly to alleviate the suffering of our fellow
creatures, to dethrone ourselves from the center of our world and put another
there, and to honor the inviolable sanctity of every single human being, treating
everybody, without exception, with absolute justice, equity and respect.
It is also necessary in both public and private life to refrain consistently and
empathically from inflicting pain. To act or speak violently out of spite,
chauvinism, or self-interest, to impoverish, exploit or deny basic rights to anybody,
and to incite hatred by denigrating others - even our enemies - is a denial of our
common humanity. We acknowledge that we have failed to live compassionately
and that some have even increased the sum of human misery in the name of
religion.
We therefore call upon all *people ~ to restore compassion to the center of
morality and religion ~ to return to the ancient principle that any interpretation of
scripture that breeds violence, hatred or disdain is illegitimate ~ to ensure that
youth are given accurate and respectful information about other traditions,
religions and cultures ~ to encourage a positive appreciation of cultural and
religious diversity ~ to cultivate an informed empathy with the suffering of all
human beings, even those regarded as enemies.
We urgently need to make compassion a clear, luminous and dynamic force in our
polarized world. Rooted in a principled determination to transcend selfishness,
compassion can break down political, dogmatic, ideological and religious
boundaries. Born of our deep interdependence, compassion is essential to human
relationships and to a fulfilled humanity. It is the path to enlightenment, and
indispensable to the creation of a just economy and a peaceful global community.
*updated from the original

Compassionate Atlanta’s theme for 2021 was "We are Incomplete Without
you.” Our work of compassion is all inclusive and far reaching. We have come
to see that the greatest value in our work is responding to the needs of the
community. This means working together with our 165 partners and
supporters to provide a positive impact. This looks different everyday.

During the year, we continued to create, support and sustain communities of belonging. This
includes ALL, regardless of race and ethnicity, LGBTQ+ status, disability, religion, refugees or
immigrant status, and age). Here are some of the highlights:
Hosting conversations with adults, university interns, children and youth about the impact
of advocacy and making compassionate decisions that lead to action.
Researching and building a Compassion Index that will be finalized in 2022.
Listening sessions with our neighbors and partners around critical social needs, such as
lack of affordable housing, food insecurity, access to healthcare, stigma reduction and
remembering our history.
Working with local clergy to reduce stigma in the Black church around HIV, mental illness,
disability and other issues.
Providing training and education on community building and racial justice in interfaith
settings.
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In 2021, we reached 21,406 people with
targeted acts of compassion via:

467
Love Notes
Distributed

2,677
Active Engagement Through Programming

1,400

1,590

165

Masks Distributed

Diapers Collected
and Distributed

Charter Partners

15,000
Books Distributed

107
Hours of BIDE
and Community
Building Training

Key Examples of Our Work
Education For The Future
Working with MSW interns at Georgia State University and Public Health students at
Emory’s Rollins School of Public Health to provide community assessment and get
feedback about the impact of our work.
Here is what one groups said:

“Our team would like to say THANK YOU for sponsoring this project!
Our team learned a lot about the importance of compassion in
businesses and communities and how we can be more welcoming to
marginalized groups. As future social workers, we plan to become
advocates for oppressed groups, to help businesses and communities
become more welcoming, and to apply compassion in all our work!”~
~GSU MSW students

Honoring The Past
We also supported several local Remembrance Projects (Fulton County, Druid Hills,
Gwinnett County) working with the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) in Montgomery to bring
community coalitions together to memorialize documented victims of racial violence
throughout history and foster meaningful dialogue about race and justice today. This
work has brought many people together to work across racial divides to bring
recognition and some reconciliation to the community. In 2021, historical markers
were erected in Dekalb County, Druid Hills neighborhood, Gwinnett County and
several in Fulton County. In 2022 we plan to work with Fayette County, as well.
As stated by the EJI, “We also believe it is critical for communities
across the country to do the difficult work of unearthing and
confronting their own histories of racial injustice, while exploring how
that history continues to shape the present.”

Being Present Each Day
We recognize the most underserved among us and we spent much of our time assisting
our partners working with our unhoused neighbors. Our work included connecting
volunteers to make hot meals, supporting youth projects to collect needed items for the
winter and assisting with warm clothing drives. We were also pleased to help incubate A
Home For Everyone in Dekalb, now their own 501c3 non profit, distributing 50 meals a day,
giving out supplies and assisting 11 homeless individuals find
permanent housing. Other groups included children in low income
communities getting free school supplies and books to take home.
Working as a member of the Clarkston COVID-19 Task Force and
hosting meetings with refugee leaders and the Mayor of
Clarkston for discussions on community needs. Additionally,
we started new partnerships in rural Georgia communities and
provided over 1000 donated diapers for low income families.

Hear
from our
community
leaders

Compassionate Atlanta convened several interfaith
discussions on issues such as environmental justice, hearing
voices on the margins, the importance of voting and the significance
of local elections. Together with Georgia Interfaith Power and Light
(GIPL) and AIB TV, we produced a videoof faith and community leaders addressing
systemic racism, wearing masks and precautions during COVID-19. This video
(scan above to view) was distributed widely on social media to amplify voices of
compassion.

We also partnered with Georgia Public Broadcasting to
spotlight the status of mental health in the state with a movie,
“Holden,” along with a panel on mental health with other partners
including NAMI Georgia and GA Parent Support Network. In
partnership with Filling in the Gaps (Augusta) we facilitated
a panel about mental health for marginalized populations
called “Decolonizing Mental Health.”
With a new grant from Wake Forest School of Divinity,
we learned about the social determinants of health and how they
affect community health. This grant gives CA the capacity to work on
stigma reduction for Black women in the South, including those
living with HIV. By “Re-Storying Dignity” we are building healthier
communities and ensuring that people living with chronic illness or social stigma discover
spaces of belonging.

Finally, CA invested in strengthening our infrastructure with the
launch of our new website and appointing Iyabo Onipede as CoDirector along with Leanne Rubenstein, modeling our core value of
shared power. Read about it in our Blue Avocado article (scan
above to view).
We are grateful for the ways that you invest in community and look
forward to continuing to spread compassion together in the years to
come.

Read
about CA's
shared power
model

We even partied with, and received recognition and support
from, Lil Nas X who is the first openly LGBT Black artist to
win a Country Music Association award. As a 22 year old
Grammy winning rapper, singer and songwriter, he uses his
influence to promote healthcare and justice as well as
LGBTQ and BIPOC causes. Our expanded reach included
shout outs in the AJC, The Georgia Voice, TMZ, and People
Magazine.
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Our Numbers are Incomplete Without You
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Thank you for your amazing support!
Compassionate Atlanta, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization in Georgia.
EIN/Tax ID number 47-3181026. Donations are fully tax-deductible.

Your Piece of the Puzzle: One person can make a difference.
Compassionate Atlanta (CA) understands the impact one person can make in the world. In fact, we
believe that each person using compassion as a viable guiding force, is exactly what will change the
world for the better. How can one person take on a big societal challenge?
This was the question Shelly Fine, a CA volunteer, was grappling with when she met Rob Johnson, a CA
board member. What could be done to alleviate the growing number of their unhoused neighbors?
Shelly and Rob researched the services but couldn’t find much for residents of DeKalb County to get
into more permanent housing. So, if they couldn’t find anything how is someone with a lack of resources
able to figure it out?
Shelly and Rob put their heads together and created a committee of folks to look at this specific issue.
And soon A Home For Everyone in DeKalb (AHFEID) was born. This was in 2017, before the pandemic.
And when AHFED first formed they realized the most immediate need was a winter warming shelter
because there was only one church offering space for 12 men a night in all of Dekalb County. So, with
Compassionate Atlanta as their fiscal agent and supporter, they went to work.
They raised funds and created partnerships. In year one they opened 2 winter warming shelters in
partnership with St. Peter and Paul Catholic Church and North Decatur Presbyterian Church to keep 40
people a night out of the cold. They even arranged for a bus to take folks from the Decatur train station
to the church. In year two, they had a winter warming shelter at Decatur First UMC. For an average of 26
freezing cold nights a year, the congregants of each church community and AHFEID’s many volunteers
bought, cooked and served food, hosted for the night and served breakfast in the spaces of the church
buildings that were being used as a warming shelter. And while this was critically necessary work,
keeping people warm on cold winter nights, the goal of finding permanent housing was what Shelly and
Rob wanted to reach. They created a handbook so that more churches and others with volunteers and
space could take on this need and fill the gap of winter warming shelters each year.
Then in 2021, A Home for Everyone in DeKalb applied for, and obtained their own 501c3 (nonprofit)
status. A board of 13 people were committed to making this goal a reality. And with funding from local
individuals and several churches, by the end of 2021, 35 people, including children, had found
permanent housing with the help of AHFEID.
One person - Shelly
One person - Rob
One person - you

AFEID helped 35 people
get into housing 2021

Yes, one person really CAN take it on and make a difference. Compassionate Atlanta is proud to be a
part of this story.
We hope to encourage and support others as they realize their dreams of making a positive
difference in the world. You don’t have to do it alone. We are right here with you. If Shelly and Rob
could do it, you can do it too.

P.O. Box 311408
Atlanta, GA 31131

CompassionateATL.org
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